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Memorandum
Date: November 22, 2013
To: Chancellors/Presidents
From: Dr. Jim Purcell Cj‘ .

Commissioner of Higher Education
Subject: LDOE’s Transition Plan for CCSS and PARCC

State Superintendent John White announced yesterday that the Louisiana Department of Education has
developed a transition plan to provide educators and students time to learn expectations for new college
and career ready standards (e.g., Common Core State Standards). The plan will be submitted to the Board
of Elementary and Secondary Education for approval during December 2013. The plan will provide
teachers and schools with additional time to prepare students for the new expectations.

We have reviewed the changes and determined that all of our universities need to continue the work that
they are already doing through the PARCC Campus Leadership Teams to adjust the college/university
curriculum to be aligned with the Common Core State Standards and to provide input into the
development of the new PARCC assessments. It is especially important for all campuses to support
efforts to deepen faculty understanding of the depth of content knowledge that new K-12 teachers will
need to implement strategies that engage students in multi-step problem solving and critical thinking.

State Superintendent John White announced yesterday he will be recommending that the PARCC
assessments be administered to students in grades 3-8 in 2014-15. He is recommending that the PARCC
assessments not be administered to high school students in 2014-15. Instead, the LDOE will continue to
administer end of course assessments (with modifications) to high school students in different grade
levels and continue to administer the ACT at the end of 11" grade. During 2014-15, the LDOE will
examine new high school assessments being developed by ACT and College Board and also examine the
new PARCC and Smarter Balance assessments. They will then determine which assessments should be
administered to high school students in the future.

We are encouraging all PARCC Campus Leadership Teams to continue to provide input into the
development of the grades 3-8 and high school PARCC assessments. The Board of Regents will still
need to make a decision about adding PARCC and Smarter Balance assessments to the existing BoR
policy for placement into entry-level English and math college courses. Campuses need to be informed
about the content of the PARCC high school assessments and standards setting procedures in order to
provide input into future changes to the BoR placement policy.

Please feel free to contact Dr. Jeanne Burns (jeanne.burns @la.gov) if you have any questions about
higher education’s involvement in the transition.
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