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MEMORANDUM 

 

DATE: April 11, 2013 

 

TO:  (Insert Name), Chief Academic Officer    

  (Insert Name of 2- or 4-year College) 

FROM: Dr. Jeanne M. Burns  

  Associate Commissioner of Teacher 

    and Leadership Initiatives 

 

SUBJECT: Transitional Course Pilot – (Insert Name of District)  

 

We are contacting you to determine if (Insert Name of College) would be interested in being a 

collaborating partner with (Insert Name of District) as they pilot the implementation of 

transitional courses in mathematics and English as part of a consortium formed by SREB.  Please 

read the attached document that provides more information about the responsibilities of the 

collaborating partners. 

 

The Louisiana Board of Regents and Louisiana Department of Education have agreed to 

participate in a consortium formed by the Southern Regional Education Board (SREB to help 

develop and implement two transitional courses in the areas of mathematics and English 

language arts through a grant from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.  The transitional 

courses have been designed to help high school English language arts and mathematics teachers 

interpret and teach the Common Core State Standards. The ultimate goal is to effectively ensure 

that high school students will be ready to enter entry-level credit-bearing college courses in 

English and mathematics.   

 

The Louisiana Board of Regents has obtained a Core to College Optional Activity Grant from 

the Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors to provide support for three school districts to enter into a 

partnership with three community colleges and three universities to pilot the transitional courses.  

The three school districts that have agreed to participate are Calcasieu Parish School District, 

Iberville Parish School District, and Jefferson Parish School District.   

 

If you are interested in having your college participate, please identify a faculty member who 

will serve as a member of the district team to help support their implementation of the  
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transitional courses.  Please submit the following information to jeanne.burns@la.gov  for the 

identified person:  Name, Title, E-mail Address, Address, and Telephone Number. 

 

Our Core to College grant will allow three high school ELA teachers and three high school math 

teachers to receive training from SREB to pilot the transitional courses in their high schools 

during fall 2013 and spring 2014 with high school seniors who obtained ACT scores of 15-18 in 

English or ACT scores of 15-19 in mathematics.  The training will take place on July 15-18 in 

Charlotte, North Carolina.  Travel expenses will be provided through the grant and SREB.  We 

will also have funding to send the faculty member that you identify to the training if they are 

interested in attending the training.   Our office will submit the names by April 26
th

 of all 

teachers and college faculty who will be participating in the training. 

 

As a team member, the faculty member from your college will have the opportunity to 

thoroughly examine and critique each of the mathematics and literacy transitional courses to 

ensure content validity.  They will have an opportunity to provide an immediate review and 

submit feedback to our office by April 25, 2013.  They will also have an opportunity to provide 

feedback after the high schools pilot the transitional courses during 2013-14.   

 

For the purposes of financial support, the Core to College grant will be able to provide the 

faculty member a $1,000 stipend to be used during the time period of April 1, 2013 to July 31, 

2014 for time spent for activities directly related to the Core to College grant.  In addition, all 

travel expenses will be provided by the grant or SREB to attend the SREB training during July 

2013 in Charlotte, North Carolina.   

 

Please let us know as soon as possible if your college is interested in being a partner with the 

school district.  Please provide us with the name and contact information for the person who will 

serve as a member of the team.  Also, please let us know if the person is interested in attending 

the training on July 15-18, 2013 in Charlotte, North Carolina. 

 

We are planning to set up a conference call for all partners from all three partnerships during 

April.  We would like to involve your faculty member in the conference call. 

 

Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions about the Transitional Course Pilot.  We 

look forward to working with you. 

 

Cc: Jared Avery, Louisiana Board of Regents 

 Dr. Derrick Manns, Louisiana Community and Technical College System 
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